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General introduction on the legal framework:
•

International legislation and scope: UNCLOS, CBD, IMO, RAMSAR, 2030 Agenda…

•

Regional legislation: Regional Seas Conventions (OSPAR, Barcelona)

•

EU legislation

✓ Habitats Directive 92/43/CEE
✓ Birds Directive 2009/147/CE
•

National Legislation:

✓ Law 42/2007, on December 13, on Natural Heritage and Biodiversity:
Categories of natural protected areas
✓ Law 41/2010, on December 28, for the Protection of the Marine Environment

Types of natural protected areas
➢

Clasification (Law 42/2007):
a) Parks;
b) Nature Reserves
c) Marine Protected Areas
d) Natural Monuments
e) Protected Landscapes

+ Natura 2000 areas
a) Sites of Community Importance (SCI)
b) Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)
c) Special Protection Areas (SPA)
+ Protected Areas by International Instruments
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

Wetlands of International Importance (RAMSAR)
Natural Sites on the World Heritage List
Protected Areas of OSPAR Convention
Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance (SPAMI)
Geopark (UNESCO)
Biosphere Reserve (UNESCO)
Biogenetic Reserves of Council of Europe
Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSA, IMO)

+ Marine Reserves (included in the Spanish Network of Marine Protected Areas- RAMPE)

Some figures…
• More than 1 million sq km
marine waters
• Around 270 marine protected
areas
• Around 100 areas managed
by Central Government
representing 96% of the
protected Surface (see figure)
• Few and large offshore areas/
many small coastal areas
• 12 % of Spanish marine
waters (in 2013, barely 1%)

Some photos…
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How relevant are the MPAs to climate change?
MPAs are one of the main tools we have to:

• Enhance and improve the resilience of marine environment to climate
impacts
• Achieve qualitative and quantitative
improvements in biodiversity
• Protect key habitats like carbon sink
ecosystems

How can we make sure it works?
• MPAs must be based in the best available scientific knowledge.
– Continuous research and monitoring are needed:
complete inventories, conservation status
definition, risk analysis…
• MPAs management plans must be participative and tackle all identified
pressures.
– Management plans should be designed with the participation of all
relevant actors, communities, business and civil society.
– All pressures should be considered: human activities,
pollution, eutrophication, non indigenous species…
– Land-sea interactions should always be included.

How can we make sure it works?
• MPAs surveillance and enforcement must be effective.
– Agreements with relevant Authorities (Navy, Civil Protection, Maritime
Safety and Security, Fisheries… ) should be considered.
– Innovative solutions: new technologies, passive surveillance (VMS, AIS,
acoustic hydrophones…)
• More awareness and
communication is always needed
– MPAs natural values must be
better known

What are the implications of climate
change for the management of MPAs?
Climate change effects are already here:
• changes in behaviour patterns for marine species: turtles nesting in beaches
in the Spanish Mediterranean coasts, changes in marine mammals corridors
• new non-indigenous species coming from warmer waters threatening
protected native species
• shoreline regression that requires more aggressive land protection
techniques…
This is a new challenge. MPAs must be adaptive. Management plans should be
continuously updated to include measures that tackle climate change impacts.

Thank you very much for your
attention!

